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been more successful in war than he subsequently proved in
statesmanship. Tom Moore in 1827 expressed the general view
of Wellington in the lines:
Great Captain who takes such pains
To prove—what is granted—nem. con.
With how moderate a portion of brains
Some heroes contrive to get on.
There was, it is true, one man of great political ability in the
Tory Party, namely Canning. But he was unpopular among the
Tories; on one occasion when Canning went out of office a Tory
gentleman was heard thanking God that 'they would have no
more of these confounded men of genius."
The Whigs were more interesting and more complex. Owing
their position to successful revolution against a King, they never
adopted the unquestioning loyalty of the Tories. Having im-
ported the Hanoverians, they felt towards them, in some degree,
as towards hired servants, who could be dismissed if they proved
unsatisfactory. Lord John Russell, being asked by Queen Victoria
if it was true that he held resistance to sovereigns justifiable in
some circumstances, replied: *Madam, speaking to a sovereign
of the House of Hanover, I think I may say that I do.' At the
time of the French Revolution, while most of the Whigs followed
Burke in condemnation, Fox, who remained the official leader of
the party, was as pro-French as was possible in view of the
Reign of Terror. Throughout the long years from 1793 to 1815,
when all friendship to French ideas was regarded as criminal,
and men suspected of Jacobin tendencies were sentenced to long
terms of imprisonment, some of the most prominent Whigs con-
tinued freely to express opinions which would have landed
humbler folk in gaol, such as belief in liberty and advocacy of
drastic parliamentary reform. They supported the war against
Napoleon, whom they regarded as a tyrant. But they were never
as enthusiastic for the war as the Tories were, and when
Napoleon returned from Elba in 1815 many of them thought that
he ought to be given another chance. Even after Waterloo, Lord
John Russell expressed regret in the House of Commons that
this policy had not been adopted.
The Whigs believed in monarchy, as a useful element in the
defence of order; but they never pretended to have any respect
for royal personages. Greville in 1829 remarks:

